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Dear Sir: 

1) Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98 applicants enclose 
a Form PTO-1449 and copies of references AS to AD listed thereon. 



2) This statement is being filed within three months of the U. S. 
filing date of the present application. 

3) In view of the waiver of the requirement (see 1273 OG 55, 
August 5, 2003), we are not enclosing a copy of the cited U. S. 
Patent (Reference AA) . 

4) . References AB and AC have been discussed in the present 

specification at pages 1 and 2, and require no further 
discussion. Reference AC corresponds to AA from which the 
relevance can be determined in English. Reference AD (Japanese 
Patent Laying-Open Publication 2003-339406) is the publication 
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of Japanese patent application 2002-155124, which has been 
identified in the inventors 1 Declaration for the present U. S. 
application, as a related prior foreign application of which the 
priority is not claimed (due to expired priority period). 

Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner consider all 
references of record, return an initialled copy of the enclosed 
Form PTO-1449 and ensure that all references of record are 
printed on any patent issuing from this application. 

Favorable consideration and allowance of claims 1 to 11 are 
respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Keniiro KITA et al. 
Applicant 



WFF:ar/4672 

Enclosure : postcard, 

Form PTO-1449, 

3 references, 

2 English Abstracts 




Walter F. Fasse 
Patent Attorney 
Reg. No. : 36132 
Tel. No.: 207-938-4422 
Fax. No. : 207 938 2323 
P. O. Box K 
St. Albans, ME 04971 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING : 

I hereby certify that this correspondence with all indicated 
enclosures is being deposited with the U. S. Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as first-class mail, in an envelope addressed 
to: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS, P.O. BOX 1450, ALEXANDRIA, VA 
22313-1450 on the date indicated below. 

Name: Anita Morse - ^te: June '17, 2004 
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♦EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw 
line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next 
communication to applicant. 



